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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

Claim 35 is objected to because of the following informalities: Line 12 recites 
"....sheet-edge margin is a based at least in part...". This is grammatically incorrect. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 35 recites the limitation "said masking control step" in Lines 11-12. There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Claims 36-40 are rejected 
to as being dependent upon a rejected claim. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 21-34 are allowed. Claims 35-40 contain allowable subject matter and 
will be allowable once the objection and 112 rejections specified above are clarified. 
The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
The closest prior art varies masking and margins based on dot density, size of image, 
type of medium, and/or set parameters including formatting. However, there is no prior 
art that controls masking of a sheet-edge margin based on the type (or mode) of input 
device as specified in independent claims 21, 25, 31 and 35. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, 
except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effects for 
purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application 
designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 41-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US 

Patent No 6,222,61 1 to Asada. 

Regarding claim 41. Asada discloses an image formation apparatus comprising: 

plural lasers adapted to emit laser beam; (Fig 1, Col 4 Lin 35-38) 

a scanning unit adapted to scan laser beams emitted from said plural lasers; (Fig 

1 #7, Col 4 Lin 57-65) 

an input unit adapted to input image data each corresponding to the plural laser 

beams; (Fig 1 #9, Col 4-5 Lin 66-67 and 1-5) and 

a generation unit adapted to generate plural masking signals, each to control 

light emission of a corresponding one of the plural lasers, (Fig 3 #13, Col 5 Lin 25-39, 

Col 6 Lin 48-52) 

wherein the plural masking signals are generated by said generation unit at 
mutually independent timings. (Col 5 Lin 25-39, "respective" and "separate" 
synchronization signals, Col 4 Lin 57-65, Col 6 Lin 48-52) 

Regarding claim 42, Asada further discloses an apparatus according to claim 41 , 
further comprising a detection unit adapted to detect a laser beam scanned, so as to 
generate a sync signal. (Fig 1 #7, Col 4 Lin 57-65) 

Regarding claim 43, Asada further discloses an apparatus according to claim 42, 
wherein said generation unit generates each of the plural masking signals on the basis 
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of each of the plural laser beams detected by said detection unit. (Col 4 Lin 57-65, Col 
6 Lin 48-52) 

Regarding claim 44, Asada further discloses an apparatus according to claim 42, 
wherein said generation unit generates each of the plural masking signals on the basis 
of the single laser beam detected by said detection unit. (Col 5 Lin 25-39, "respective" 
sync signals are generated separately) 

Regarding claims 45-48, please see rejection of claims 41-44 above, 
respectively. Additionally, the apparatus 1 of claims 45-48 perform the methods of claims 
45-48. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 27 April 2006, with respect to the Abe reference have 
been fully considered and are persuasive. The previous rejection based on the prior art 
provided in Abe has been withdrawn. 

Applicant's arguments are now moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection 
provided in Asada as specified above with regard to claims 41-48. 

Examiner reminds applicant that due to the withdrawal of the previous rejection 
and the submission of the new rejection citing the Asada Reference, this action is made 
non-final. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jacob P. Rohwer whose telephone number is 571-272- 
5509. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00-5:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly Williams can be reached on 571-272-7471. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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